[image: image1.png]



St Bega’s C of E Primary School

Collective Worship Policy
Rational

Collective Worship at St Bega’s Church of England Primary School takes place daily in accordance with the provisions of the Schools Stands and Framework Act, 1998.

The content of all our acts of Collective Worship is in accordance with the Trust Deed of this Church of England School.

The policy has been prepared by the governors and head teacher who is the Collective Worship coordinator. 

Aims
We seek always to reflect in our worship the Christian foundation of the school and its care for all who work here. Children are helped to understand the meaning of Christian worship and we hope that believers will be able to share in it and that others will reach the 'threshold of worship'.

Our central aims of Collective Worship are-

· To provide our pupils with regular opportunities for stillness, reflection and prayer.

· To promote children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

· To celebrate the values and worth of this school and Christian community including the sharing of the gifts and talents of all our pupils.

· To help children develop respect and understanding both of the nature and language of Christian worship.

· To help children develop respect and sensitivity to the beliefs and values of others.

· To allow children the opportunity to respond to the ultimate mysteries of life.

We support the broader curriculum through the use of music, art, drama, and literature. Collective worship is an opportunity to celebrate all aspects of school life, to support our curriculum and to provide an opportunity for stillness and reflection in what is often a very busy, active day for our pupils.

Practicalities

Collective Worship usually lasts approximately 20/30 minutes and takes place each weekday.
Various people assist the head in conducting whole school worship. At Easter, Harvest Festival, Christmas and other major festival days the whole school visits the church for an act of worship.

Content and Approach
We have developed a range of themes and topics through which Collective Worship takes place.

Themes and Christian Values for each half term are chosen and presented in a variety of ways.  
Contents can include:

1. Celebration of the major festivals of Christianity and of other faiths.

2. Presentation of Bible stories.

3. Topical matters from the news or the locality.

4. Literature with implicit or explicit religious teaching.

5. Appreciation of the natural world and human activity.

6. Appreciation of the talents, achievements and work of others and ourselves.

7. Visitors who represent organisations who have a brief acceptable to the school.

8. Prayer in different forms - formal, pupils' own, silence and extempore.

9. Use of music (this will include tapes as an introduction and conclusion, singing and instrumental playing by members of the school) drama and other.
10. Appropriate artefacts and focal points (candle, cross, flowers etc.)

11. Participation by the children.

Parents receive an open and informal invitation to join our collective worship on Fridays.

Resources
These consist of books, posters, artifacts and the use of the Internet. Resources are centrally held and available to all members of staff. Resources are audited by the Headteacher. 
Evaluation and Review
The Headteacher, governors and staff will review this policy every two years.

An evidence diary is kept to ensure that acts of worship are generally compatible with the requirements of the policy and to inform our learning and planning for further developments. These will regularly include evaluations of acts of Collective Worship, which will assist future planning and delivery.
Those outside the school who are regularly involved in acts of worship are referred to the school website to access a copy of this policy.

Withdrawal
Parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship. Should any parent make such requests, appropriate arrangements will be made for the supervision of the children following consultation. Parents who have concerns about provision and practice of our Collective Worship are encouraged to contact the head teacher.

Reviewed by Liz Stellmacher: July 2023
Next Review: July 2025
